
 

Information for authors 

SCIENCE CHINA Earth Sciences is a monthly multidiscipli-
nary academic journal supervised by the Chinese Academy 
of Sciences and co-sponsored by the Chinese Academy of 
Sciences and National Natural Science Foundation of China. 
Its primary mission is to encourage communication of basic 
and innovative research results of high quality in the fields of 
earth sciences, especially focusing on breakthroughs by the 
Chinese scientists. The subject areas featured include ge-
ology, geochemistry, geophysics, space physics, geography, 
atmospheric sciences and oceanography. All papers should 
be intelligible for a broad scientific audience.  

Contributions are invited from researchers all over the 
world. 

SCIENCE CHINA Earth Sciences is indexed by 
SciSearch & Sci CDE, Current Contents Search, CA, EI 
Compendex, GeoBase, Energy Sci & Tech, Zoological Re-
cord Online, FLUIDEX ASFA, BioEngineering Abs, Biologi-
cal Science. 

Papers published in SCIENCE CHINA Earth Sciences in-
clude: 

Research papers report on important original results in 
all areas of earth sciences. 

Reviews summarize representative results and achieve- 
ments in a particular topic or an area, comment on the cur-
rent situation, and advise on the research directions, which 
should be based on or closely related with the author’s own 
research work.  

How to submit 
To submit a manuscript, please visit the website of Science 
China Press at www.scichina.com, click the button “submis-
sion”, and use the Academic Journal Management System. 
For a new user, please register an “Author Account”, and 
then submit a manuscript following the guidance. 

Please introduce the research background, innovation 
and scientific value of your work, as well as your latest pub-
lications in a cover letter when submitting. The detailed 
contact information of the first author and corresponding 
author is required (please promptly inform the editorial office 
of any change of contacting addresses). The authors may 
recommend 3—8 qualified reviewers and/or request the 
exclusion of specific reviewers. An informative cover letter is 
considered helpful for editors and reviewers to make 
evaluation of your paper.  

Duplicate submission is forbidden. In this case, we will 
inform the author’s institution and the relevant journal. 

Poor English expression of a submitted manuscript may 
lead to the final rejection. 

File format: single columned, A4 size, 10 pt, single 
spaced, word or pdf file, with figures and tables inserted in 
the text. 

Reviewing policy 
All submissions will be reviewed by referees selected by the  

editorial board. The decision of acceptance or rejection of a 
manuscript is made by the editorial board based on the re-
ferees’ reports. The entire review process may take 60 to 90 
days, and the editorial office will inform the author of the 
decision as soon as the process is completed. If the editorial 
board fails to make a decision within 90 days, the authors  
should contact with the managing editor. 

Authorship 
Authorship should be limited to those who have contributed 
substantially to the work, and every author has responsibility 
for the data and argument mentioned in the paper. The cor-
responding author must have obtained permission from all 
authors for the submission of each version of the paper and 
for any change in authorship.  

Copyright 
A completed form assigning copyright to Science China 
Press must be returned to the SCIENCE CHINA Earth Sci-
ences Office when the paper is accepted for publication. The 
copyright covers the exclusive right to reproduce and dis-
tribute the article (in various languages), including reprints, 
translations, photographic reproductions, microform, elec-
tronic form (offline, online) or other reproductions of similar 
nature. The Copyright Transfer Statement is available at 
www.scichina.com. 

After acceptance 
For the paper with a great breakthrough result, quick publi-
cation will be arranged. After typesetting, page proof is usu-
ally sent electronically as email attachments to the corre-
sponding author. The proof plus any minor corrections must 
be returned to the managing editor within 36 hours. Failure 
to do this will result in delays in publication.   

After publication 
Authors will be presented one sample copy and 30 offprints.   
If more offprints and sample copies are required, please contact 
the managing editor and pay the extra fee. The full text in   
English opens free to the readers in China at www.scichina.com 
or earth.scichina.com, and the full text in English is available 
to overseas readers at www.springerlink.com. 

Contact  
Editorial Office of SCIENCE CHINA Earth Sciences 
Science China Press 
16 Donghuangchenggen North Street 
Beijing 100717, China 
Tel: 8610-64015883 
Fax: 8610-64036350 
Email: geo@scichina.org 

Manuscript format 
Contributions are required of a concise, focused account of 
the findings and reliable essential data. They should be well 
organized and written clearly and simply, avoiding exhaus-

 



 

tive tables and figures. Authors are advised to use interna-
tionally agreed nomenclature, express all measurements in 
SI units, and quote all the relevant references. 

Title: Titles must be limited to no more than 20 words, and 
should be concise, indexable, and informative for a broad 
scientific audience. Authors should avoid using colons, 
questions, nonstandard abbreviations, etc. in titles. 

Author(s): Authorship should be limited to those who have 
contributed substantially to the work in the following aspects: 
experimental design and data analysis; manuscript prepara-
tion and correction. 

The order of the authors listed should be agreed by all the 
coauthors, and every author should have the responsibility 
for the published content.  

Family names are written in upper case, and they appear 
before given names. The email address of the correspond-
ing author is required. 

Author affiliation: The affiliation should be the institution 
where the work was done. Complete addresses are required 
with post codes. 

Abstract:  An abstract is a summary of the content of the 
manuscript. It should briefly describe the research purpose, 
method, result and conclusion. The extremely professional 
terms, special signals, figures, tables, chemical structural 
formula, and equations should be avoided here, and citation 
of references is not allowed. 

Keywords: A list of three to eight keywords should follow 
the abstract. The chosen keywords are required to reflect the 
theme of a manuscript. 

Text: A paper should begin with a brief introduction of the 
significance of the author’s research. Nomenclature, signal 
and abbreviation should be defined at their initial appear-
ance. All the figures and tables should be numbered in nu-
merical order. 

Introduction: Being the most important part of an article, the 
introduction introduces the relevant research background and 
the progress in 2 or 3 years, with references cited in numerical 
order, then presents the problem to be solved in this article, and 
finally briefly describes the method adopted in this work. Before 
the end, the aim of the research should be mentioned. Subtitle 
is forbidden in this part, and introduction of the article structure 
is considered unnecessary. 

Materials and method: This part introduces the materials, 
method and experimental procedure of the author’s work, so 
as to allow others to repeat the work published based on this 
clear description. 

Discussion and conclusions: Conclusions should be de-
rived from the observation and experimental results, and 
comparison with other relevant results is considered helpful 
to further proving the results. Repeated data should be 
avoided, and conclusions and suggestions are required to 
be clearly expressed. New hypothese and recommendations 
may be proposed when warranted. 

Figures and tables: Figures and tables should be nu-
merically numbered, inserted in the text, and cited in order 
within the text. The figures should have resolution not lower 
than 600 dpi and clear lines of 5 px, with signals and letters 
in Arial at 7 pt. A space should always be maintained be-
tween the variable and the unit. 

Equations: An equation is numerically numbered (Arabic 
numeral), and has the number put on its right side.  
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References: Reference citation is regarded as an impor-
tant indicator of the paper quality. If the relevant references, 
especially the results published in 2 to 3 years are not cited 
in the paper, or most citations are from the author’s publi-
cations, the editor will consider this paper unattractive. 
References should be numerically numbered and cited in 
order within the text, with the numbers expressed in square 
brackets. The author should carefully check the author 
names, article title, journal title, year, and volume number of 
references, and create the listing according to the format of 
SCIENCE CHINA Earth Sciences. 

Reference format 
1. For an author’s name, full spelling of family name ap-

pears before abbreviation of given name, with a spacing in 
the middle.   

2. If there are more than 3 authors, the first 3 names are 
followed by et al.  

3. The article title should be identified by an initial capital 
letter with the remainder of the title in lowercase.  

4. For correct abbreviations of journal titles, refer to ISO, 
e.g., Chin Sci Bull for Chinese Science Bulletin, Sci China Ser 
D-Earth Sci for Science in China Series D-Earth Sciences. 

5. For books and proceedings, the initial letter is capital-
ized for all the notional words and for function words with 
more than 4 letters. 

6. Do not forget to list the editor names of the proceedings, 
the publisher, the publishing address, and the beginning and 
terminating pages.  

7. Unpublished materials or the papers to appear but 
without volume number cannot be cited as references, ex-
cept for the one with DOI. 

Reference examples are given as follows: 
●Journal 

Hu C H, Hu W P, Zhang F B, et al. Sediment resus-
pension in Lake Taihu, China. Chin Sci Bull, 2006, 51: 
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psychological reactions to breast cancer. Semin On-
col, 1996, 23(Suppl 2): 89–97 
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●Technical report 

Changes of address: Allow for six weeks for all changes 
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cording to § 4 Sect. 3 of the German Postal Services Data 
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●Patent 
Zhang W P. Experiment Apparatus of Diffraction Im-
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●User manual 
Wang D L, Zhu J, Li Z K, et al. User Manual for 
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